
Why Should I Stand Up?                                              Nov. 25, 2024 

 

> Great Day... We are so glad that you have joined us here today,  

  to hear what the Lord has placed on my heart.  This message  

  segment is brought to you by: Discovery Crossroads  

  Ministries.... a ministry that truly believes: “Where dead- 

  ends, can (and do) become alive again!”   

 

> So, one of the all-time great, Christian songs, says: Stand up,  

  stand up, for Jesus - ye soldiers of the cross. Lift high  

  His royal banner, it MUST NOT suffer loss.” 

 

-- This is a classic hymn, from the mid 1800’s.  A song based on  

  Ephesians 6:11-18.  Paul tells believers to take a stand, so 

  they can survive the spiritual-battles going on around them.  

  vs 11, “Put on the full armor of God, so that you can take  

  your stand against the devil’s schemes”.  vs 13, “Therefore  

  put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil  

  comes, you may be able to stand your ground.” (Suggested  

   is that: the battle is real & intense.  Some believers will  

    withstand the onslaught, while others will fall to it!) 

  

-- For believers, to be IN the spiritual-battle, is good & right.   

  Backwards as it sounds, war has actually helped to preserve  

  lifestyles & lives!  If there is NO ATTEMPT to STOP evil -  

  evil will RUN rampant, and destroy everything Good in sight!   



--- Oh but, “comfort”... it is a major problem!  In a world of  

   comfort, where nobody wants to be put out - WHY would  

   we stand up for anything?  Seriously, standing up,  

   would take too much effort & energy, for people today!  
 

    - Isn’t the problem Really, that we do NOT stand up for  

  Jesus - but rather sit down on Him?  I look around at our  

  lost country, and I realize that: many believers have just been  

  sitting around “watching” the battle, instead of “engaging”  

  in it!  Can you imagine a soldier just sitting there on  

  their rear-end, while the battle rages all around them?   

  I mean, what a great way to get killed! 

 

>  So, I will be looking at two short passages in Jude; vs 3-4,  

  where there are two mains thoughts….(1st, the author said  

   that: False Prophets abounded everywhere – and 2nd,  

   there then became a real need to fight the false teachers, in  

   what is known as the: Defense of the Faith.)  

 

- Let me work backwards here... 
 

1) Jude vs 4 speaks to the problem of the false prophets (false  

   witnesses), “For certain individuals, whose condemnation  

  was written about long ago, have secretly slipped in  

  among you. They are ungodly people, who pervert the  

  grace of our God, into “a license” for immorality, and deny  

  Jesus Christ, our only Sovereign and Lord.” NIV   



  ...they “secretly” slip in…(they come in disguise)    

  ...they are “ungodly” people…(DON’T have God’s Spirit/Word) 

  ...they “pervert” God’s grace…(Change (Alter) God’s Word) 

  ...they turn God’s grace, into a “license” to do wrong/evil…  

   (creating a license (or, permission) to make sin OK) 

    ….(Yep, “Bad character, corrupts good morals”)  
 

  ...they come to Misrepresent themselves, as God’s servants. 

   – they come to Mislead the people, seeking to purposely  

   confuse their: beliefs, morals & consciences – and they  

   come to Misdirect the walk, of the followers of Christ’s,   

   who simply want to walk in God’s Word & Ways…(they  

    Redirect innocent feet OFF of the path to Graceland,  

     and ONTO the path leading to Gatorland)  

 

-   The Greek word “nabi”, is “prophet” (in English).  Nabi is to:  

  “bubble up with”, “utter, or speak for”… a False prophet  

  is a person who spreads false teachings (messages), while  

  claiming to speak for Good/God.  They have “Devious” minds 

  & motives, which can easily influence weak people, to believe  

  their lies, in an attempt to deceive them! 

 

   -- Jesus warned us about the coming of false prophets (people  

    who speak truth falsely), in Matthew 7:15, “Watch out for  

   false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s clothing, but  

   inwardly they are ferocious wolves.” NIV  



   -- Peter warned us, in 2 Peter 2:1, “...there will be false  

   teachers among you. They will secretly introduce  

   destructive heresies, even denying the sovereign Lord.” NIV  
 

   -- Luke wrote in Acts 20:30, “Even from your own number  

   (people close to you) men will arise and distort the truth,  

   in order to draw away disciples after them.” NIV  (Distort -  

    like the curvy mirrors @ the carnival) 

 

   -- We have false prophets, because people speak a whole lot -   

   that does NOT come from God Himself.  Jeremiah 23:18,  

   “But which of them (the false prophets) has stood in the  

   council of the Lord, to see or to hear his word?  Who has  

   listened and heard his word?” NIV   
 

    * Seriously, any of us can speak falsely, if we do NOT speak  

   God’s Word!  Frankly, there’s an awful lot of people, talking  

   big-time smack - that can lead people AWAY from God!  
 

   -- Come on, we “flap our gums”, all the day long - but how 

    much of it is worth the air we breathe, speaking it?   

    We spew out tons of words, that do NOT come from having  

    a council with God…(iow: our words do NOT come from  

     standing before God (to hear His Words) – BEFORE we go  

     and stand in front of men & women, yapping!)   We talk all  

    kinds of things... things that come from: the internet, books,  

    other people, social media, and the like.  We spew out these  



    “man-made” truths, hardly ever speaking “God-given”  

    Truths!  That’s exactly what it is, TO BE a “FALSE prophet”;  

     esp. When our words, “contradict” God’s Word!  Point is:  

    Anyone of us, can be a false prophet to someone else!   

 

    -- Truthfully, we are to “Test the spirit” of the one, who is 

      speaking to us!  Test it to see if it is True to God’s Word,  

     or if it is true to itself!  1 John 4:1, “Dear friends, do not  

      believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether  

      they are from God - because many false prophets have  

      gone out into the world.” NIV   Look, Matthew 7:16-17  

     teaches us HOW to test spirits, “16 By their fruit  

      you will recognize them.... every good tree, bears good  

      fruit - but a bad tree, bears bad fruit.” NIV 

 

-- Ok, Now, Let me go back to verse 3...(to Point #2). 
 

2) Jude vs 3 calls us to ACTION, due to all the false prophets  

   (influencers) running around, “3... I was very eager to write  

  to you about the salvation we share, I felt compelled to write  

  and urge you to contend for the faith, that was once for all  

  entrusted to God’s holy people.” NIV   Here, Christ believers &  

  followers, are called to “Contend for the Faith”, or Defend  

  the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  

 

-- But, HOW are we to Defend it?   



1)  By BEING a good soldier of the cross!  (Roman soldier armor) 

 

  a) What is a soldier?   
 

      ...a soldier is someone who is: trained & engages in military  

    service & activities. They are skilled warriors, defending  

   the cause of the country that they serve in!  They live by  

   a very “stringent set” of: attitudes & behaviors.  It is a  

   unique sphere of: duty’s, guidelines, standards &  

   obedience - that is peculiar to their line of work. 

 

   b) What are the Attributes of a good soldier?  
  

  ...Good soldiers: 

      - Will always have their fellow soldiers’ backs 

      - They obey the commands of their superiors 

      - They never quit or retreat from a commanded task 

      - They give 100% of themselves to their duties 

      - They will go thru hell & high-water, to be present for duty 

      - They will stand firm to the appointed & approved military 

     standards, given to them  

      - They will rigorously defend the constituted laws & bylaws  

     of the country of their Allegiance  

      - They later enjoy their hard-earned great & guaranteed  

     retirement plan  
 

...Good soldiers of God, WILL heed & follow these same soldier  

  attributes!  They’ll be loyal to God, with full Allegiance to Him! 



-- Secondly, HOW are we to Defend the Faith?   

 

2)  Stand Up for Jesus - BE Defenders of the Faith....  
 

  a) Defenders of the Faith - Follow Only Jesus’ Voice (the  

    Voice of their Commander).  John 10:27, “My sheep  

   listen to  my voice; I know them, and they follow me.” NIV    
 

  b) Defenders of the Faith - Pass on the True Word of God;  

   just  as it is written!  2 Tim. 4:2, “Preach the word; be  

   prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke  

   and encourage, with great patience, and careful  

   instruction.” NIV   Paul told Timothy (2 Tim 2:2), “Timothy,  

   you must teach others those things you have heard me  

   speak about. Teach these great truths to trustworthy  

   men, who will in turn, pass them on to others.” TLB  

 

     ...We are to Pass on God’s Word, so that people can:  1)  

     get a chance to KNOW God, and 2) learn HOW to live  

     godly lives…(come to know what is: right from wrong)  
 

   -- But, if we do NOT pass on God’s Truths, Judges 2:10  

    tells us what will happen (as it did to Isreal); “After  

      that generation died, another generation grew up -  

    who DID NOT acknowledge the Lord, or remember  

    the mighty things he had done for Israel.” NLT   

      - From that point on, Isreal lost all sight of God & His  

    Word, and their nation was shrouded in chaos! 



  c) Defenders of the Faith - Gently try to restore those who  

   don’t know the Truth!  Gal. 6:1a, “Brothers and sisters,  

   if someone is caught in a sin, you who live by the Spirit  

   should restore that person gently.” NIV  (Lovingly) 
 

  d) Defenders of the Faith - Don’t get caught up in useless,  

   or ungodly, arguments!  2 Tim. 2:16, “Avoid godless  

   chatter, because those who indulge in it will become  

   more and more ungodly.” NIV   1 Tim. 4:7, “Do not waste  

   time arguing over godless ideas and old wives’ tales.  

   Instead, train yourself to be godly.” NLT 

 

   e) Defenders of the Faith – Do not give in to the many  

   philosophies of the worldly!  Gal. 2:4-5, “4... false  

   believers had infiltrated our ranks, to spy on the  

   freedom we have in Christ Jesus and to make us slaves  

    (take our freedom). 5 We did not give in to them for a  

   moment, so that the truth of the gospel might be  

   preserved for you.” NIV   

 

         ...This is a huge point, in this message.... We do NOT  

   GIVE IN to those trying to make us slaves to their  

   ungodly: ways, philosophies & ideologies – we FIGHT 

    BACK to Preserve the Truth & our God-given freedom!  
 

   f) Defenders of the Faith – Know that they will be  

   persecuted & experience suffering; but they fight on!  



   2 Tim. 2:3, “Endure suffering, along with me, as  

   a good soldier of Christ Jesus.” NLT   (You WILL catch hell,  

    for Standing Up for God’s Truths!  But, you should also  

    be proud of the scars that you attain in the Good Fight!) 
 

  g) Defenders of the Faith – Seek to NOT get caught in the  

   same snares & traps, as the worldly do!  2 Tim. 2:4,  

   “as Christ’s soldier, do not let yourself become tied up  

   in worldly affairs - for then you cannot satisfy The One  

   who has enlisted you in his army.” TLB   
 

  h) Defenders of the Faith – Aim to please the Lord, instead of  

   men!  2 Tim. 2:15, “Work hard so God can say to you,  

   “Well done.” Be a good workman, one who does not  

   need to be ashamed, when God examines your  

   work.  Know what his Word says and means.” TLB  

 

...These are the things that True believers in Jesus DO, to  

  Stand Up with/for Him, to BE soldiers in Heaven’s Army  

 

>  But let me NOT be remise - Here might be a good time to  

  speak to: Reasons why we cannot, or do not, stand up for  

  Jesus: 
 

1)  We have Bad knees... it is certainly hard to walk around, or  

  stand up, with bad, painful, knees.  Yet, having bad knees,  

  would be the equivalent to having mis-directed faith… 



    …(iow: Having bad knees, means the believer bows down to  

     other gods).  I’m talking about: bowing down to other  

   gods, that “splits our love & loyalty” to Jesus Alone!    

    Bowing to anything, or anyone (other than Jesus) - takes  

   away our ability to move about, in the Power of The Holy  

   Spirit, witnessing for Jesus!    

 

-- Another Reason why we cannot, or do not, stand up for Jesus: 
 

2)  We have a Broken leg... it would be hard to stand on a  

  broken leg!  Yet, the broken leg, is the equivalent to having  

  broken faith.  Faith that fails to stand WITH/IN  Jesus,  

  ALONE!  It’s a faith that is missing in context…(meaning,  

   KNOWING faith, falls short of USING or ACTING ON faith).   

  It is a faith that: looks good & sounds good, but it’s actions  

  are non-existent!  James 2, “Faith, apart from works, is dead” 

 

-- Another Reason why we cannot, or do not, stand up for Jesus: 
 

3)  We have a Bad back... it is very difficult sometimes, to stand  

  for long periods, having a bad back.  Yet, having a bad back,  

  would be the equivalent to having a gutless, spineless,  

  faith.  Here is a “wounded faith” that no longer has the  

  power, or courage, to pick up its cross and follow Jesus!   

  It no longer has the ability to pick up its Sword of The Spirit,  

  and fight the Good fight!  In the face of the greatest enemies  

  of Christ, it turns its head and looks away - as if the evil  



  never happened!  Having a “Bad Back of Faith”, really  

  carries ugly labels with it, like: “neglect”, “indifference”,  

   “compromise”, and even “complacency”!   
  

     a) Neglect of one’s duties under the Christian faith…… 
 

   b) Indifference to the Commander’s mandates, and the  

    world’s needs…… 
 

   c) Compromise – making deals with the enemy…… 
 

   d) Complacency to not even care about: 1) who wins or  

    loses the battle, and 2) who gets wounded or killed,  

    in the midst of the battle…… 
 

  * These things KEEP US FROM Standing Up with/for Jesus,  

   and for His Works of Salvation in the world!  These  

   attributes KEEP US FROM being Good soldiers, in God’s  

   battle against evil & evil-doers.  Surely, living these  

   attributes, will KEEP US FROM hearing God say, “Well  

   done, my good & faithful servant!”....(Neglect,  

    Indifference, Compromise & Complacency – will keep  

    people from hearing God say “Well Done” to them!)     
 

closing…… 
 

>  Right now folks, there is a mega-need, for God’s “Truth- 

  speakers” to be ACTIVE!  Our nation (and world, for that  

   matter), cannot function from Genuine Love – without  

  Knowing “The One”, Who gives us His Good: Word, Mercy,  



  Grace & Unconditional Love!  So, I believe that: most good-  

  hearted people want Love, not war.  But, Love has to be  

  fought for!  Evil doesn’t do Love - and in fact, it hates Love!   

  Evil does NOT take a day off - so there must be some  

  opposition to it, or it will run over all of us!  One of my  

  favorite quotes says this, “The only thing necessary, for  

  the triumph of evil - is for good men to do nothing”.   

  …(this quote has been attributed to Edmund Burke).   

  Folks, even the NFL is running a campaign, right now,  

  called: “Stand Up to Hate!” 

 

-- Seriously, What all do we stand TO LOSE, if we DON’T or 

  WON’T Stand Up for what is: Right, Good & Holy? 

  Love – Mercy – Grace – Freedom – What is Good – What is  

  Holy – What is Decent – What is Pure – What is Respectful –  

  - What preserves the Sanctity of life – What leads to Kindness  

  – see the Moral-decay of society (as the Bibles see it) –  

  Justice – the Right-standing between human beings (the  

   Good side of humanity) – or even the Salvation of some  

  people’s souls ~ just to name some!   

 

> I saved this part for last, because its impact can be great -  

  esp. to the one who is willing, to contemplate their standing  

   (or lying down) before it.  The Greek word “Contend”, is the  

  English equivalent of “Defend”.  The meaning of both words  



  is: “To fight for”, “In defense of”, “To agonize over”,  

  “To struggle with an intense determination”.  

 

-- So, my closing questions:  Are YOU ONE OF Christ’s 

 soldiers?  Are YOU following His Voice (Commands)?   

  Are YOU functioning “in Defense of Jesus’ Gospel” –  

  “Fighting greatly for its dissemination” – “Agonizing  

  over His Word getting into everyone’s hearts” – and  

  really “Struggling to fight The Good Fight, with an  

  intense determination”?    

 

-- If you are NOT living out your faith like this, you are probably  

  NOT in keeping with what it is, to BE a Good soldier of Jesus  

  Christ’s... you might just be a “carnal-Christian” (one who  

   never has totally surrendered your life to Jesus!)...  

  you might just be sitting on the sidelines, watching others  

  fight the Good fight... you might just never hear Jesus tell  

  YOU, “Well done, my good & faithful servant”.     

 

-- If this is you, FIX IT today!  Don’t go another minute, NOT  

  being “surrendered” to the Lord of all life – Jesus Christ;  

  Who is God’s One & Only Son.  He gave His life on the Cross  

  of Calvary, for the forgiveness of your sins.  On that cross He  

  bore the “suffering & shame”, that you deserved!  Yet, He still  

  awaits your call to Him, to save your lost or weary soul.   

  So, Will you?.... Will you call on Him now & surrender?   



Discovery questions:     

 

1) Why did Paul write what he did in Ephesians 6:11-18? 

 

2) What do the powerful words of Jude, verse 4, mean to you –  

  esp. when the author said, “they (false teachers/influencers),  

  “pervert the grace of our God, into “a license” for  

  immorality”?  Also then, do “YOU” believe that there are such 

   individuals (forces), that are wrongly influencing people  

  today?  Explain your answer. 

 

3) In 2 Peter 2:1, the scriptures said that false prophets  

  (influencers) were “secretly introducing destructive heresies”;  

  so what does that mean to you? 

 

4) What do you really believe that Jeremiah was saying in 

   Jeremiah 23:18; for you as an individual, or as a nation? 

 

5) Is it true that anyone of us can be false prophets to others;  

  esp. as our mouths spew out things that are NOT godly?   

  Explain. 

 

6) If 1 John 4:1 says that believers are to “test the spirit” of the  

  person who is speaking or acting before you – than what does  

  Matthew 7:16 mean, “by their fruit, you will recognize them”?  

 

7) Is Jude, verse 3 really a call for Christian’s to be Active in their  

  faith?  When that passage said, “I felt compelled to write and  



  urge you to contend for the faith, that was once for all  

  entrusted to God’s holy people” - do you even feel the  

  “urgency” to Defend the Gospel, as the author was writing &  

  hoping you would?   

 

8) Are you one of Christ’s faithful soldiers – fully armored up and  

     ready for service?  Would others agree, or disagree, with  

     the answer that you came up with about yourself? 

 

9) Are you following only Jesus’ Voice Commands? 

 

10) Are you Standing up for Jesus’ Gospel, or sitting down on Him 

      (iow: hanging on the sidelines, just watching the battle)? 

 

11) Are you trying to Disseminate God’s precious Truths?  If you  

     say that you are, then in what ways are you disseminating  

     His Word? 

 

12) Are you Agonizing over His Word NOT getting into people’s  

     hearts? 

 

13) Are you Struggling in the battle to fight The Good Fight of  

     Faith for Jesus? 

 

14) Have you fully “surrendered” your life to The Commander of  

     commanders; Jesus Christ?  

 

15) Is your armor “unused & spotless”, or is it “worn out & dirty”? 

 



16) How (or, in what ways) would you say, that you have NOT  

     stood up for Jesus & His Word, lately?     


