“"Want, Want” Jan. 15, 2025

> Great Day folks...... I pray this is a great one for you!

-- An opening question for you... Have you ever "wanted”
something so bad, that AFTER you got it - it turned
out to be bad for you? Yeah

....\Welcome to this message, entitled: “Want, Want".

It is brought to you by "Discovery Crossroads Ministries”.

...a_ministry that truly believes, "Where dead-ends, can &

do - become alive again”. Yes indeed, God makes a

habit of “turning what we think is dead, into what is

living (alive) again!”

> OK, I'll just open right up with a bold statement, ahead of the

message points — and that statement is: "Want, Want,
plagues the human mind!” “Plague” in its action (verb)

form, is: “a cause of continual trouble or distress”.

-- The Want, Want, Plague, goes something like this: “I want
something, but (at the same time) - I know that I

shouldn’t want it!” Come on, there are things that we

want, thinking that they will make us happy. Yet, while we
greatly desire them, we also hope that we will NOT get them -
because in the end, we KNOW that they will hurt us.



- Want, Want, is something that happens (or, typically starts)

in our mind, and makes its way to our heart. This is why the

Bible says (God says), in Matthew 6:21, “for where your

treasure is, there your heart will be also.” niv

Whatever we Treasure, in our mind - typically causes our

heart to follow suit.

....This understanding, leads us to Point 1, today.

1) Want, Want, is a Mental “"Tug-of-War”

...(it’s a kind of: “"push & pull” upon our mind, or heart-strings)

-- Have you ever played the game of "Tug-of-War”?

The object of the game is that: the strongest pulling side,

is the side that wins! Whichever team can pull the other

team, over to “their side” - wins! Likewise is the truth
about: all the things that tug on our minds, every day -
because if they can “pull” our mind over to fall for their

temptations - they win!

-- I'm telling you this “battle of the brain”, happens second by

second, in us.... and if you are honest with yourself, you could
agree with the Apostle Paul (in the bible) who said in

Romans 7:15, “For I do not understand my own actions.

For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing
I hate.”



...(Are you serious? That’s the essence of this "Want, Want”

message!)-(l . do not do what I want, but I do what I
should NOT want to do)

-- Paul goes on in Romans 7:18-19, “18 For I know that

nothing good dwells in me - that is, in my flesh. For I have

the desire to do what is right, but not the ability to

carry it out... FE) For I do not do the good I want - but
the evil I do not want, is what I keep on doing.” esv

...Can you see the "Pushing & Pulling” upon Paul’s mind
& heart? Folks, The battieground of Good & evil,

happens every minute, of every day, in our mind.

-- Our mind flip flops, over & over, thinking about what it is that

we really want, and how we can get it! Our mind is a master

of “redefining” what constitutes a “want, versus a need".

H We push our minds to their limits, convincing ourselves

that: our "want”, is really our “"need”. Then we (almost
sub-consciously), convert that “want”, into our “need”.

We battle it out in our head - saying, “Yes - No - Maybe -

Well I really shouldn’t — Then again, why shouldn’t I?”.

--- When all internal nudges & external signs, tell us NOT to
want something - we foolishly proceed ahead to get what

we are after ANYWAY! Don’t we? Haven't you?



We will even manipulate things (things that we KNOW will

happen), and talk ourselves out of the bad consequences,

just to get the strong desires of our mind! We know that we

shouldn’t want it, but we want it anyway! I've heard it said,

“I want what I want, and I want it now!".... Ah, yeah!

....Ex: My wife (Patti) loves chocolate — BUT, it does NOT love
her... she knows this about chocolate, which makes it hard for

her to make good choices about eating it or not - I mean

chocolate tastes great! Is that what happened to Eve, in

the garden of Eden, with the apple? She saw it, desired it

- but she also KNEW that she wasn’t supposed to touch it!
(she desired it in her mind, but her heart knew that

she was NOT to touch it — Yet, she did it anyway!).

...Seriously, even though Patti loves chocolate - every time that

she eats it, it makes her: unhappy, depressed, and
sometimes a little mean! Point: She “"wants” the chocolate,
but she also KNOWS that she “should NOT” want it... and

I promise you, that when she really wants some — she can

"manipulate” her mind (or, talk her conscious) into having
it!.... Have you ever really wanted something, knowing
that you shouldn’t want it? Maybe you know that it

won’t be good for you, but you want it never-the-less?

Ok, Have you ever “"Manipulated” your mind, to talk it
into having what you KNOW that you should NOT have



wanted? Come on, What kind of things are you
“Justifying” (in your head, right now), that your heart
KNOWS, that you should NOT be messing with?
...(It’s a serious battle... You "Want” in one hand - but
you KNOW that you "Should NOT Want” in the
other hand!)...... We want things in this world, but

sometimes the “trade-off”’ for having it, just isn’t worth

it! The want, and the trade-off for the want, is often just

not worth the outcomes, or consequences!

...OK, another ex: People have a strong thirst to watch porn
(wanting it & desiring it greatly)... But after they take it in,
and feel bad about viewing it - is when they wish that they
had NOT watched it! Porn literally entices people to want it,
but after getting it - the viewer walks away filled with guilt &

shame... and when that cycle happens, over & over again, a

person begins to realize how “they wanted it, but
should NOT have wanted it!". (I'm telling you, the "Want,

Want” epidemic - plagues human beings, daily!).

...(honestly folks, most addictions operate in the exact

same way... Addictions are Gigantic Cravings!)

...Listen, Cravings are strong “Desires”, that find their [f oo
in our human: “emotional-needs” - or in some “physical-

appetite” that we Want. We often prioritize these strong



Desires, into 2 types: Needs & Wants....(and sadly, we often

purposely “flip-flop” the order of these — just to manipulate

getting them):

1) Needs... We should know that these are simply

“physiological” in nature...(iow: our body needs certain

things to survive).

2) Wants... Here we need to realize that “wants” are nothing
more than “Cravings/Desires”, that our mind or heart
is chasing after. They have nothing to do with what we

need to survive on!

...What in the world are you Chasing right now, that is

simply a "Want”... a want that you should NOT be:

1) selling your soul for, and 2) expending Great energy

trying to get?

...Do you have “Cravings” that are just too strong for
you? Are they so strong, that they are causing a major

“"Tug-of-War” in your mind, or even in your heart?

> Y, I don’t want to leave you hanging on this downer condtion,

without offering a solution... and that solution is Jesus -

which moves me to Point 2.

2) Want, Want, does J[J I EVERLCN: = a Mental “"Tug-of-War”



> So, What do we need to do, to cure this mind & heart

Tug-of-War issue/situation?

~)JCount the Cost! s

> OK, But what does that really mean?

-- Let’s look at the English word “"Count” first. In Greek, it is

“psephizo” ("psay-fid'-zo") - which means: “to calculate”,
“to reckon”, “to regard”, “to consider”, “to think".

....(You just gotta love that last definition!)

-- OK, so let’s now look at the English term “"The Cost”. In Greek,
it is “"dapane” ("dap-an'-ay”) - which means: “price”,

"7\

“expense”, “sacrifice”.

-- &4, to “Count the Cost’, is to: “Calculate, Consider, or
Think about”, the “price, expense, or sacrifice”, that will

be INCURRED by the person making a choice!

--- Goodness, If only we would “"Stop & Consider” the END
(backside) of our choice first, BEFORE we make that choice -
then we would have a better picture of what the “price,
expense, or sacrifice” would be (or incurred), by our choice!
If we could VISUALIZE the choice, having a BAD outcome or

consequence (ahead of our making a choice) — then we have

a better chance of choosing a lot more wisely.



Point: If I would just "Stop & Consider the truth” that:

drinking several drinks and then driving a car, could buy me
a DUI - then I might better be ABLE to Count the Cost, and
NOT drink and drive! THINK about the cost/price -
BEFORE paying for anything!

-- God’s Word teaches us to Count the Costs, BEFORE we act!
Let’s look at this phase, thru the lens of the Apostle Luke...

Luke 14:28-29, “"Suppose one of you wants to build a tower.

Won't you first sit down and estimate the cost to see if

you have enough money to complete it? 29 For if you lay the
foundation and are not able to finish it, everyone who sees it

will ridicule you...” And also Luke 14:31, “Or suppose a king

is about to go to war against another king. Won't he first sit

down and consider whether he is able, with ten thousand

men, to oppose the one coming against him with twenty

thousand?” niv.....("First sit down” (take your time), and
"Estimate” (consider, or think about), what you are about to
do or chase after... Don’t let emotionalism, or high

feelings, make you RUSH to a decision!)

-- Listen to me great friends.... "Count the Costs” of your wants,

BEFORE you go after them! Flip the "Want-coin”, and look

at the other side, BEFORE you jump into grabbing the

want! Chances are, the other side of the coin, will show the




consequences of what you are about to go after - whether
they are good or bad consequences...(Don’t fall for the
pretty side)... Know BEFORE you Go!... Look BEFORE
you Leap!... Think BEFORE you sink!... Pause BEFORE

you get flawed.!...

2) Want, Want, does (9B EVERCR:E a Mental “"Tug-of-War”

) ISeek immediate medical (spiritual) attentionf{«]&-]

Tug-of-War, mind condition...(Get your mind right)

-- We need to always Elevate our “physical-self” (that part of us

that is flesh), UP to Jesus. Every choice (want, or need)
MUST BE “Elevated”, long BEFORE we make a decision

about them. What I mean by "Elevated” is: Our choice,

(whatever is in our mind & heart, that is causing a choice),
MUST BE “Lifted” to the Lord (in advance of making a choice)

- so that we can have His advance “advice & viewpoint”.

* [N, I think that I am a pretty smart guy, but my smarts
are NOT anywhere as advanced as that of The Creator God, of
all things - God’s Ways & Thoughts, are Far Greater than

mine! God alone can SEE the immediate & future impact

(outcome & consequences) of the choices that I am about to
make! WHY wouldn’t I turn to Him, and ask if my

choice is right or not? (arrogance; pride; unbelief?)



...Seriously, our mind & heart so often gets trapped (/imited),

by our surroundings. High emotions & feelings, often tend to
try and cancel out the use of our “commonsense”, as well as
our “rationalization of Truth”. We have GOT TO Rewire our

mind & heart, BEFORE we make any choice.

..Let me speak truth here for a second... Romans 8:5-6, 5

Those who are by the SINTNINEITNRS (the flesh),

think about sinful things (worldly stuff). But those who are
by the Holy Spirit (God’s Spirit), think about

things that please the Spirit (heavenly things).

6 So letting your sinful nature control your mind, leads to
death. But letting the Spirit control your mind, leads to life

and peace.” nit Point is: our "Wants”, do NOT have to rule

over us... they do NOT have to dominate us... We just have to

say, “You cannot dominate me anymore, Want!”

We turn them over to the Holy Spirit! Ephesians 4:22

says, “22 throw off your old sinful nature, and your former

way of life - which is corrupted by lust and deception”....
...(to throw-off our sinful mind, is an Intentional act - that is
meant for us to: "cast-away” or "cast something away

from” ourselves!)

Ephesians 4:23 tells us this: "23 Instead, let the Spirit

renew your thoughts and attitudes.” ni.......... (Renew)....



...Notice the word “Let” here... We have to "LET"” the Holy Spirit

HAVE the things/wants, that are plaguing us!

...0OK, Let me speak another truth here... Romans 12:2, “2

Don'’t copy the behavior and customs of this world, but

LET God transform you into a new person by changing

the way you think. Then you will learn to know God’s will

for you, which is good and pleasing and perfect.” nit

[TITHAL: YOU (I said, "YOU”), CANNOT simply Change your

mind, and Conquer your worse demons...(the demons that

push their bad & ugly temptations & wants on you).

- Remember that I said Paul told us, in Romans 7:19, “For

I do not do the good I want - but the evil I do not want,

is what I keep on doingii (1)111

...Friends, ONLY GOD (by His Abiding Spirit), can change

(transform) our mind & heart - to cause our worldly

thoughts & choices, to NOT be able to conquer & defeat us!

- You hear me?... ONLY GOD (by His Abiding Spirit), can

change (transform) our mind & heart - to cause our worldly

thoughts & choices, to NOT be able to conquer & defeat us!

-- God is the Only One Who can take us to His Good Paths, that

lead us to: “"Green pastures, and Peaceful flowing rivers”

God alone, can take our “thoughtless-choices”, and



convert them into Good, Productive, and Wise choices!

Trust Him with EVERY choice/decision!!!

> So a closing Truth.... According to God’s Word (the Bible)...
1 Cor. 10:23 says, "I am allowed to do anything, but not

everything is good for you”... "I am allowed to do
anything, but not everything is beneficial.”

...Truly, God’s Word is telling us, "Be careful out there,
everything is NOT good for you, nor beneficial to you!
Your Wants, can actually be, what you DON’T want!”
...(so_ much pain & suffering out there, all because we make
choices WITHOUT thinking first... choices that we
make, OUTSIDE of God, and His Word!)

...The Choice is always ours, folks.... Use the Wisdom that
God offers, BEFORE you choose anything of this world!

-- DC Talk song "In The Light” - "I keep trying to find a life on
my own, apart from You. I am the king of excuses; I've got
one for every selfish thing I do. Tell me what's going on

inside of me, I despise my own behavior. This only serves

to confirm my suspicions, that I'm still a man - in need of
a Savior!”......... /... Is that you today - still making bad
choices, and suffering the bad consequences? Still
manipulating your choices? Make life better on

yourself - Turn them over to The Lord, TODAY!




Discovery questions:

1) Have you ever wanted something SO BAD, that after you got it,

it actually turned out to be bad for you? Explain!

2) Do you believe there is often a HIDDEN SIDE to the “wants”
(not "needs”) that we chase after (like: the two sides of a

coin)? Explain!

3) Do you live by the motto: “I want what I want, and I want it

now”? How'’s that going for you?

4) Matthew 6:21 claims that “wherever your treasure is — right
there your heart will be”. So, how does that flesh out in real

life?

5) Do your life-choices feel like a game of “Tug-of-War”

sometimes? Explain!

6) Do you think that there is really a battle going on in your mind,
for Good & evil? So, what does Paul mean in Romans 7:15,

and also in Romans 7:18-19?

7) Is it true that we are masters of turning our “Needs”, into our

“Wants”? If so, just how do we do that in our mind?

8) "I Want it, but KNOW that I shouldn’t Want it".... Have you
ever really wanted something, while KNOWING that you

shouldn’t want it?



9) Is there something (right now) that you want so badly, that
your mind is trying to JUSTIFY (or, convince) your heart to

have?

10) When Luke 14:28-32, tells us to "COUNT THE COST" of every
decision that we make - Does that even make sense to you?
Do you know the full scope of what “"Count the Cost” means;
(meaning: to calculate, consider and think about - the price,

or sacrifice, which will be incurred by you, for your

choice)?

11) Do you know that God never wanted us to play “"Tug-of-War”
with our Want-choices? He says that these choices DO NOT
need to Plague us - for we can “Count the Cost”, AND “Seek
His Spiritual Help”! So, Do you? Do you turn your every
choice over to Him (Elevate them to Him), to gain His great

insight, to help you make decisions?

12) What kind of Wants/Needs "DOMINATE"” your thoughts, day &
night? Are they something that is of God’s Good Heavenly
realm — or are they something of this cheap broken fleshly
world? The Good or bad consequences, are determined by

your thoughts! (see: Romans 8:5-6)

13) The message offered 2 major cures... 1) Ephesians 4:22-23
(to THROW OFF/CAST OFF our fleshly thoughts & desires),

and 2) Romans 12:2 (that we are to turn to God, for the



RENEWING of our thoughts) — But seriously/honestly, do you
really DO these things? Remember, ONLY GOD can

“Transform (Change)” your mind’s thoughts & desires!

14) Look again at 1 Corinthians 10:23... Is Paul telling us the
“Truth of all truths”, about this world and how it operates?
Maybe, how there is absolutely a “hidden-side”, to the

things we opt to get ourselves into (the two-sided coin -

one side shows the fun & pretty possibility of life, while

the other side shows a more miserable & ugly possibility)?

15) After hearing this message (and the apostle Paul on the
topic), do you believe that "Want, Want” is really a Plague for

YOU (as well as, all of humanity)? Explain!

16) One last time, re-evaluate Romans 7:19... If you find that
you “keep doing” what you KNOW that you shouldn’t keep
doing - then maybe you should agree with DC Talk, “This
then only serves to confirm my suspicions — that I am still a

person, that is in need of a Savior”...(Jesus Christ, The Lord)

** Major-point (that I don’t want you to miss): In this world,

“Your Wants, can actually turn out to be - what you
DON’'T WANTY!"...... Be Careful how you choose!
Choose WISELY, with the Lord’s Help!



