That's NOT Good! Feb. 20, 2025

> Great Day.... We are so glad that you decided to join us today,

for another message segment - brought to you by

“Discovery Crossroads Ministries”... Here at this ministry,

we believe that: with God, "Dead ends, become alive

again!”....(God CAN DO the miraculous, in & thru us!”)

> Ok, "Temperature” is defined as: “the degree or intensity

of heat, that is present in a substance or object.”
So, it is interesting here that the definition says that:
temperature is about the “degree or intensity” of "Heat”

(almost as if to say: if something is Cold, then it does NOT

have a temperature).

-- In Revelation 3:15-16, Jesus tells us that our relationship

with Him, can be of "3 Temperatures”...("Hot"”, "Cold”, or

“Lukewarm?”) - with Lukewarm being the “least desirable”

temperature (connection). When it comes to that last
temperature (having a Lukewarm relationship with The
Lord), Jesus writes the message title for us today:
“That’s NOT Good!”

> In these passages (in context), Jesus is speaking to the

“church of Laodicea”, and their “indifference, apathy &

complacency” towards Him, and to the world’s needs!



Though Jesus speaks of the “church” - always remember that

the church is NOT a building, but “people”. So, I want you &

I to view this message, as Jesus talking to us “individually”.

-- Therefore, Jesus says in Revelation 3:15, "I know your

deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were

either one or the other!” niv

- People in ancient times drank either: cold or hot drinks, in their

daily life - and in their feasts & religious ceremonies.
Think about it: Hot liquids work best, for having tea or
coffee, and the like. Cold liquids work best for when someone

is very hot & thirsty. Plus, Hot & Cold drinks were considered

healthier in the day. People in ancient times, strayed away

from Lukewarm drinks, because they were more susceptible

to germs & bacteria. You can see why Jesus is using this
analogy, to represent the temperature of our relationship with

Him! (He wants NO bacteria-laden relationship with us!)

- So, in Rev. 3:15, Jesus is telling His followers a couple of

things:

1) IEWEENGEFATIGE. .. (we'll start with Neither). "You are

neither cold or hot”. (Jesus says: "yvou are Not one or the

other”). I would think that He wants us to have “some kind

of temperature” towards Him! (Neither, is middle-ground)

a) “Neither cold or hot”...(like a facet that is stuck pouring out




ONLY lukewarm water). That doesn’t seem too drastic... but

to Jesus, it signals that His follower is “stuck in a holding
pattern” in their relationship with Him —-(Not taking off with
Him - Nor landing, with Him!)-(they are going NOWHERE)

al) So, What’s wrong with Cold ONLY? Well, having a “"Cold”

ONLY faith/belief, means: a person may only have an
“intellectual” relationship with Jesus - their “heart” may

NOT be in it at all. Some people have heard of Jesus, but

may have Never accepted Him into their life, as their Savior
& Lord! The problem with this is, they can STAY Cold
towards Him! And if they STAY Cold, (and hear me, if they
“"STAY” Cold), all the way into eternity - then they will

experience loss, and the eternal wrath of God (Wrath for

Rejecting His Son’s offer). God made Jesus the ONLY

Perfect & Acceptable offering for the forgiveness of our sins
— and to Reject God’s Son, is to Reject God’s offer of
eternal salvation!... But hear me: I said, “If they STAY
Cold, TO THE END", then they will experience loss, and
what the Bible calls “the second death”. [Rlaniaa:, if people
are “Cold”, and LATER give their lives to Jesus (before they

die), then Eternal life, in the Kingdom of God, is theirs -

just like a stick, being plucked from a great fire, is spared!

a2) Ok then, What’s wrong with Hot ONLY? Nothing is

wrong with being “"Hot"” for Jesus.... having a "Hot" faith or



relationship means: a person’s “love-light” for Jesus, is

burning at "Max capacity”. The person has accepted The

Lord into their life (as Savior & Lord), and is following Him

closely! A “HOT” relationship with Jesus, is BEST!

- So, the second half of Verse 15, has 2 parts:

b) "I wish you were”.... This is really an amazing word.... Jesus,
Who spoke everything into existence, now can only "WISH"
for something (a deeper relationship with Him) to be
created in you! Seriously, imagine The Lord of all creation,
"WISHING" that He could just change your heart
“Automatically” - but it doesn’t work that way! We have
been given, what nothing else in creation has - “"Freewill”.
"WE" have to "ASK” Jesus in, and "OPEN" the door of our
heart to Him! That'’s why He said, "I WISH you were...”

c) “either one or the other”. (OK, that needs explaining...)
I think that Jesus would rather you be "HOT"” - because then
He KNOWS that He has you (safe & secure) in The Palm of
His Hand. But, if you cannot be "Hot"”, He would rather you
be "COLD"” - because He KNOWS that He still has a chance
to reach you, and make you “"Hot"”, when your life hits the
skids and you call out to Him! Jesus would RATHER you be

“Either” Hot or Cold, verse be “"Neither” of them (or,

problematically "Lukewarm?”™), so He can reach you still.



> And that leads me to: Revelation 3:16. Jesus says here,

“Because you are lukewarm -(neither hot nor cold)- I am

about to spit you out of My Mouth!" wv (N0 mixing of words)

2) LB ERYAERI]....(/ike eating: cold/lukewarm soup)

- Look, If you went out to eat, and got a bowl of cold, or

lukewarm, soup - Wouldn'’t you send it back?

Wouldn’t you tell the waiter, or waitress, that "the
soup is a bit cold - would you please take it, and heat
it up”? (Certainly, most restaurants have a "microwave”,
to reheat the soup)... LLRiahLRL, the average connoisseur

of fine soup, would NEVER eat “cold or lukewarm” soup!

I mean: they would ask the establishment to Reheat the

soup! Gosh, What might Jesus be saying, about the
temperature of some of OUR soup (or, some of OUR

Faith)? 1 hope it's Not: “This relationship is Nasty

Tasting” - or, "This relationship has No Flavor at all” -
or, “This relationship has No Belief (No beef) in it”.

...("Where’s the beef?” - "Where’s the relationship?”).

- Jesus points to 2 major things in Rev. 3:16:

a) “vou ARE"... (the "ARE” there is a qualifier... judgement...

iow: He has surveyed your “"thoughts & actions”, and has

"come to a conclusion & made an evaluation” of your life.

He can emphatically say, "You ARE this or that”...)



b) Then Jesus said, you ARE “lukewarm"”... What I believe to

mean: “Indifferent” - "Complacent” - "Apathetic”....

- Revelation 3:17 says, “You say, 'I am rich; I have acquired

wealth, and do not need a thing.’ But you do not realize
that you ARE wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and naked.” niv

....10 be “Indifferent”, is to: “show a LACK OF caring, or
concern”.....To be "Complacent”’, is to: "“show no DESIRE
to care for something”.....To be "Apathetic”, is to: show,
or feel no INTEREST, ENTHUSIASM, or CONCERN".

* These words are “strong qualifiers”, for someone who is

“Lukewarm” towards Jesus. Is it possible that the
relationship that YOU have with Jesus, fits one of these

3 profiles? -(Maybe: You care less about Him - You put Him

on the margins of your life-script — You show No interest or

enthusiasm in Him anymore?)

bl) To be "Lukewarm?”, is to be: "Comfortable in sin”. People

love their sins... and because they do, they end up: loving

God partly, and loving the world partly, at the same time...
...(both parts, become their life driving force!) So often,

believers in Jesus, fall to the "Comfort of their sins”, into

what I call: "Comfortable-lukewarmness”. It's a place
IN THE MIDDLE (in the Danger Zone, Jesus would say),

someplace between being Hot or Cold.



...it actually has a bigger name: “Syncretic-Faith”. Having a
religious “Syncretic Faith” means: “Having a belief/faith
that is created by, two or more belief
systems together”. This is what the Greeks called:

“"Dipsuchos”....("dual-beliefs, or double-hearted”).

- In 2 Kings 21:3-7, you find a terrible (god/ess) king over

Israel, who promoted the worship of the Canaanite god &

goddess: "Baal & Asherah”. This king merged (combined)
these 2 different gods, into worship WITH God (YHWY) -

right in God’s very Own Holy Temple! That could be like:
trying to merge the Muslim's Koran (their Bible), with
Christianity’s Holy Bible - and then trying to FOLLOW BOTH
book’s life-principles... (Allah & Yahweh are NOT the same!)

...Joday, we like to: Merge God’s Word about life, with the

world’s word. Truely, we lust after something or someone on

earth, while trying to love God at the same time! (dipsuchos)

...How do you MIX God’s Word about: sexual relations in
marriage, being only between ONE man & ONE woman
- with having sexual relations with multiple partners
(adultery & orgies)?

...How do you MIX God’s Word about: being sober minded
(clear minded) - with getting drunk & stumbling
around, out of your mind?



...How do you MIX God’s Word about: getting to heaven
only thru accepting Jesus Christ as Savior & Lord - with

the notion that, all religious-paths lead to heaven?

...How do you MIX having a Love & Adoration towards
God (pleasing to Him) - with having a love & adoration

for the world (loving its pleasures & entertainment)?

* Mixing God’s Word, with any other cultural beliefs or norms -

is straight up a “"Conflict of God’s Interest”.... it's a
“Conflict of His Word".... it's a "Polluting of His Word"....

it's flat out "Disobedience to His Word"....

- God (The Living God), does NOT “cohabitate”, in the same

temple, with other man-made gods...(realizing that our heart,

is His Temple). Good Glory, we just keep trying to make

God have only half of our heart, while we share the other

half with something, or someone, of this world.... Folks,

Idolatry” is loving something, or someone - equally as much

as (or more than) loving God! It is: "two-timing” on God!

-- People live Lukewarm (Dipsuchos) lives everyday - having
one foot in God’s yard, while the other foot is in the world’s
yard (on the fence). They Never Fully make a "Complete”

decision for Christ....(They can go to church, do good works,

spend their money on the needy, preach, teach & mentor
others in the Word of God - but they themselves, DO NOT



LIVE OUT what they preach, teach & mentor to others!

They are “"Comfortable” believing that they are safe & saved
(in their Partial relationship) - but Jesus may one day tell
them, “Depart from Me, I never KNEW you — we never really

KNEW each other — or we never had a Real relationship”.

- Oh, they will complain that they did everything required to
get into God’s Kingdom - but Jesus will cast them away,
because they failed to be “"Hot"” in their relationship with
Him! Sadly, they will realize (way too late), that the world
had their heart - NOT Jesus! Colossians 1:22-23, "2 he
(Jesus) has reconciled you by Christ’s physical body through
death, to present you holy in his sight, without blemish and
free from accusation - 23 continue in your faith,
established and firm (Hot), and DO NOT MOVE FROM the
hope held out in the gospel.” n1v

..(Jesus says, "Lukewarm relationships, HAVE TO GO!")

3) LBl Xelel....(/ike: your cold/lukewarm soup needing
to be REHEATED...something has to change, or reworked)

- S0, the second half of Rev. 3:16 says "I am about to spit

you out of My Mouth!”... That’s a pretty drastic Jesus!

- You know, many people would NOT send their food back to

the kitchen, if something was wrong with it....(conflict

avoidance?). But, this passage says “Jesus would!”



- Literally, Jesus Reworks our relationship, all the time.
His aim is for our relationship with Him, to be “"Hot"”, and

nothing else! Sometimes, He has to let us hit the floor, to

help us see our “cold/lukewarm” condition. He knows us -

that as long as everything is good, we won’t make a move!
He also knows that our salvation (or not), depends on Him

giving us a wake up call. Like the parent Eagles, that will

kick their Eaglet out of the nest, for its own good - Jesus
will spew us out of our “Nest of Comfortable sin”, for our
own good too! He will shake us out of our “Nest of

Indifference, Complacency & Apathy”. Jesus fights to

keep us OUT OF having a terribly “cold, or lukewarm?”,
relationship with Him... And, He does it for OUR GOOD!

4) What Are You Going To Do With Lukewarm Faith, or
Relationship, with Jesus? [ICRA4 -(Heat it up!)...

....... So, How do you "NUKE"” your faith, or relationship?

a) Abide in Christ... Be One with Jesus always! He is the truest
cure for the disease of having: “mild to ice-cold” faith in Him!
- John 8:31, “31 Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed

Him, "If you abide in My word, you ARE My disciples

indeed.” nkiv (Jesus says you are No longer lost or separated

from Him - you ARE His child, and you ARE saved forever!)



b) be Steadfast in your Faith... Steadfast: "To be Firm and
Unwavering in your beliefs, purpose, or commitment” -

and I add “to Jesus”. You cannot have a “Cold or Lukewarm”

relationship with Jesus, when you REMAIN Steadfast to Him!

c) have NO “Syncretic” Faith...(Never COMBINE various worldly,
or religious, beliefs or practices. Stick with The Holy Bible,
and what God’s Word says about: life, death & eternal life!)

* Human beings are a “Collage” of everything that they have

encountered, and taken in, in this life...(philosophies & beliefs
that they grow into). But, “"Christianity” calls us to: "One
Belief, One Faith, One Truth, One Spirit - in Jesus Christ".

d) lastly, Fan into Flame, Your Faith.... 2 Timothy 1:6, “For

this reason, I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God,
which is in you.” niv Look, when you REALIZE that your

Relationship with Jesus is “Lukewarm, or Cold” — Nuke It -

Fan the coals, to get a good flame burning again.

- Jesus loves each of us with a MASSIVELY incredible “"Flame

of Love”, and I believe He deserves the same Love back!

> Let me remind you of the opener to Rev. 3:15, which says,
“I KNOW your deeds (or faith)”.... Trust me, Jesus KNOWS

if your relationship with Him is: “faithless, indifferent,

complacent, or apathetic”' 1 promise you - He KNOWS.




> Sometimes, every Christian gets a bit “lukewarm”... but no

danger, because God has a "Microwave”. God’s Microwave

is called " ERL WA Il§1", Who can reheat us in no time at
all. He puts His Fire to our soul, and keeps our life-light

burning hot & beautiful. He does it so that the whole world

can see the “Rekindled Flame” in believers, and then turn and
praise God’s Holy Name for it....(But, YOU have to seek His
Rekindling!). And please, The world is tired & thirsty, they

really need to see God’s Rekindled Flame of Love - IN YOU.

-- Jesus wants us to be “Hot"” (burning on fire, and with fever)

for Him... So ask yourself: What is the Temperature of the

love, that YOU are pouring out to Jesus - Cold, Hot, or

just Lukewarm?

> In Revelation 3:19-21 Jesus says, “19 I correct and discipline

everyone I love. So be diligent and turn from your

indifference (lukewarmness). 20 "Look! I stand at the

door and knock. If you hear my voice and open the door,

I will come in, and we will share a meal together as

friends. 21 Those who are victorious will sit with me on my

throne, just as I was victorious and sat with my Father on his

throne.” NLT

-- The goal of this message is: "Go Deeper with Jesus....
Seek to KNOW Him (really KNOW Him), Intimately”!



-- Nuke everything that “"puts up a barrier”, to you & Jesus
getting closer & Hot!

-- The Depth & Temperature (Degree & Intensity) of your
relationship with Jesus, is always IN YOUR hands....

Jesus is willing to light you up and draw you near to
Him - But first, YOU have to be WILLING to draw near

to Him!

-- He stands at the door of your heart, seeking for you to
burn “Bright Hot” in love with Him.... But, Will you let
Him in? Will you turn "YOUR"” Cold spirit OFF,
towards Jesus - and allow the flood of "His” Hot Spirit,

to turn ON inside of you?

...The choice is now in YOUR hands.... (May your desire to

Get Close to Jesus and shine — by You having His Name

in your mouth, and on your tongue, right now!)

Discovery questions:

1) Just why did Jesus use the analogy of “Temperature”, to
speak to the church of Laodicea (and to us), concerning one’s
spiritual-condition with Him? In other words, what connection
is there, between the church of Laodicea and us - spiritually?

What does Jesus want us to understand from this lesson?



2) Ok so, with the word "Temperature” meaning: the “"Degree
or Intensity” of the amount of Heat in something — What
then would you say is the Degree or Intensity, of the
relationship that you have with Jesus Christ, right now - is it:

Ice Cold, Pipping Hot, or just Lukewarm?

3) Revelation 3:15a says, "I KNOW your deeds” - So do you

believe that Jesus knows everything about you, to include

what the REAL state of your relationship with Him is?

He knows - But, do you know?

4) As you listened to this message - Why do you believe that
Jesus wished for your relationship with Him, to be EITHER
Hot or Cold? Explain what the difference is, between these

two spiritual-temperatures.

5) What does it really mean, to your relationship with God, for
Jesus to say (Revelation 3:16), "I WISH you were...

...something” - Key on the words, "I Wish"?

6) In Revelation 3:16a, Jesus says that the church of Laodicea is
“Lukewarm” (and maybe some His followers too) — So why

did He put a bad spin on being "Lukewarm”?

7) The Lord of all Life (Jesus) uses some strong language in
Revelation 3:16b, when He says, “I am about to spit you out

of My Mouth” - What could He possibly be meaning?



Could His spitting them (or, any one of us) out of His mouth,
have a greater meaning than the obvious? (See: Colossians
1:22; specifically, “to present you holy, in His sight”, Key on
the words "present to” and "“His sight”. Ask yourself: Who is
“"presenting”, and Who is “receiving”? See also: John 20:15-
16 & Luke 9:26 as well. 1In all these passages: Is it possible,
that if Jesus spits our name out of His Mouth, then maybe
our name will not be on His Tongue to “present” our name

to the Father in Heaven?)

8) Do you believe that God is a Jealous God - jealous for YOU to
love Him exclusively? How then do you think that God
should act, when you try to share your love between Him
and something or someone else? Seriously, do you believe
that its possible for you to be “two-timing” on God, by
dividing (splitting) your love-relationship to Him with other
people or even idols (man-made junk)? Do you have a

“Syncretic” (Double-hearted) Relationship with the Lord?

9) Do you believe that there is a correlation between being
“Lukewarm” in your relationship with God, and “Staying”

faithful to Him; as Colossians 1:23 suggests?
10) How do you seek to “"Abide” in Jesus (or, be One with Him)?

11) How do you seek to be “Steadfast” to Jesus?



12) How do you seek to “Fan into flame”, the gift of the

relationship that God gave you with Jesus?

13) Revelation 3:20-21 says that: Jesus STILL “stands at the
door of your heart, knocking, and wanting to come in and
live with you as friends” — But have you ever opened the

door to let Him in? Or, have you once upon a time opened
it, but now keep it closed to Him?



